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trying political

William Nestor-Sherman diEs  GEmEE

Greetings Freshers! Welcome to King&atng — more

College London and the start of what wﬁFan ever the

undoubtedly be the most exciting and imeed 1o ShEEES

tellectually signi cant time of your life toW'th and respect

date. You are set to be part of a campcﬂée another, it is the hope of this publicg

with more intellectual strength and di\1'ertlon that the student community sees Rcar

sity than any other you will have experf"s a safe place where their opinions cari b4

enced before, the prospect of which | aifard and indeed respected by the camaus

sure excites you greatly. that it represents.

It goes without saying that university® World is immensely complex and it is

Roar |S now recruiting! should be an open and inclusive enviroﬁafe to say that no one has all the ansvrer:

ment from which all (@nd certainly I am wary of those who say
Want to join Roar and contribute to London’s be
student publication? Drop us a line on
president@roarnews.co.ak simply check our
website for more information regarding the-a
plication processyww.roarnews.co.uk

SURETE e feelthey do). Coming to King’s with an open

safe to challenge an(ﬁmnd and knowing that your political ide

question the full pleth- as will be constantly changing throughout

ora of ideas that will beYPUr time here is something to take gre:at

; % - Y | put to them. Unfortu comfort in. With that in mind | hope that
= o~ i nately this process jyou will give yourself time to test yourse:lf
- J B . .
. : - ‘ : : p becoming increasinglyfu”y by respectfully engaging with every

;one you speak to. is is your time to chal

We Iove your Stories 7 ' undermined. Last yeal

dent spoke publicly abol?tnge yourself and work out how you thir |k

¥Ve are alvgays ea% gr;)od sté)ries,bagd t?ere is no bettﬁr source 1han (he toxic attitude that many students hat8€ World should be understood, so I hope,
rom members of the student body. If you want to have your '/oice - ,
heard or believe there is somethingythatythe student commznity iyughiewards one another when discussing theP" er"nbrace that procet.ss Wl.th those \.Ah
to know, please get involved. Send us an emaitesident@roarnew political ideas, and this has been made &>° Wish to do so, even if their conclusicns
co.ukor visit our facebook page and send a message and we will to - : i er from your own.

get back to you immediately. You can always talk to us anonym buslparent by the hostility and intolerance of' = =~ e .

whether you're student, sta” or alumni — just let us know and we willthe approach of some students when faceffill Nish this with a quotation from one

always be ready to hear what you have to say. with those o ering di erent opinions. of my favourite writers, a man whose prd

‘-“ E— " | | am proud to say that Roar aims to con§liVity to always question himself estab

C|al’| CatlonS and CorreCtionS bat this reality by being a proponent of tHh€d him as one of the wisest around:

very best of diversity of opinion and an at

" Roar aims to have the highest editorial standards in the paper ¢nd dfivde of tolerance and respect for our-po

| digital. You can help us by letting us know if we've made mistakes. Yditical di erences. It has been an ambition
can email us at editor@roarnews.co.uk or write to us at Roar Ne\vs, 7¢lh the publication for many years to be a ' _

| Floor, South East Wing, Bush House, Strand, London, WC2R 1AE®Wgatform where all students can o er theiP€St Of luck Freshers, believe in yourself
aim to correct signi cant (and insigni cant) factual errors as s001 asnique perspectives on the issues soci@ﬂg others, and dare | say you might just
we can. learn a lot.

Que sais-je?” (What do | know?)"
- Michel de Montaigne

o
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Churchill gowns, the makers of a sustain
able graduation gown made from recycletle only approved gown supplier for Kingy
plastic bottles, have been unable to bredkollege London is Ede and Ravenscro . Plgase
into the King’s market as the exclusive pabe wary of alternative gown companies that] of
ent for King’s gowns are held by biggefer cheaper rates (including Churchill Gownsy as
supplier. they do not have patents to produce King's-

lege London academic dress.”
When it comes to selling and renting out gradu 4
ation gowns, the market is extremely limite€ing’s academic dress was designed by Vivignne
ere are only a handful of big companies serving/estwood aer King's gained the powers |to

tempted to take on this market since 2018, © @ccording to King’s Alumni Community.
ing a ordable and more sustainable gowns.
With sustainability becoming a steadily more |
“When it came to our graduation day we were p@rtant topic, what options do KCL students h
| ally surprised to nd that there was not a lot wihen it comes to graduating sustainably or §
choice when it came to hiring our gowns, and there competitive price?
costs seemed really high given you're only wear

S t 1 bl fees so, for many, being ripped o on graduatidarland, Glasgow, Reading and LSE have all
U S al n a e day leaves a really bitter taste in the mouth? Atudents more aware of the cost of graduation}:
kins comments. forced the governance teams to re-evaluat

G rad u ati O n costs of graduation” Adkins tells Roar.
Churchill gowns, who recently appeared on BBC'’s
Dragon's Den, make graduation gowns that rdreland, the consumer protection agency in

G Own S B I O C ked made entirely from recycled plastic bottles, e éand has intervened, ensuring that Universitied
ing a new way for students to act sustainably. égw students a free choice about where to get
. - have supplied gowns to 2000 students acrosgthens from however the UK has not followefl
at Kl n g S UK and thus repurposed 53,000 plastic bottlessimilar path. For students who want to take s
to ensure a sustainable option for their acadq
However, many UK universities, including Kingdress on graduation, contacting King's gradua
do not allow students free choice of where tiegm may be the best and only option.
[T ) By Isabella Anderson rent their graduation out ts due to exclusive deals
made with large gown companies. King's website

4 i News Editor
reads:

. By Tara Sahgal
ﬁ Editor in Chief

a

¥ By Tara Sahgal
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§ Editor in Chief
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Students Sailing for Mental

Health Awareness Claim

There Is a Suicide Crisis at UK

By Julia ommessen
Comment Editor

Students sailing across the Atlantic in memory of their friend and to raise awareness|
suicide prevention, claim there is a suicide crisis at UK universities. e CEO of suicig
prevention charity Papyrus would not call the current situation a crisis but says it is time)
remove the stigma associated with suicide.

e Race4Rene crew members. Photo: James Harrison

e O ce for National Statistics (ONS) reports that the rate of suicide in the 12 months ending July pO1
for higher education students in England and Wales was 4.7 deaths per 100,000 students, which eq Racing for René
to 95 suicides. is is higher than in former years, according to the ONS, with male students havg a § René was a student at Bristol University and later at Imperial College Londof. e

ni cantly higher risk of committing suicide than their female counterparts. Race4Rene website describes him as “the most loving son, brother, friend anq young
man. He was incredibly intelligent, caring and ambitious.” Harrison adds to th¢ de

In 2017, Imperial College London student James Harrison's friend and peer René became partjof | scription, tellingRoarthat “he was a kind and conscientious man. Truly wonderful’
statistics. He was also an avid rower, which is what led Harrison to meet René in university.

Harrison and several other René’s friends, in addition to René’s father, are now sailing acraastithg Atl] “René’s father is a keen sailor and was in the Navy. He wanted a way to remerfber his
in memory of their friend who tragically lost his battle with depression, and to fundraise for orgasigatiq son and connect with Rene’s friends whilst fundraising for charities that had sugport

who work with suicide prevention. “ rough doing this | hope to celebrate René&s difid to help thosq ed him,” Harrison explains when asked why sailing became the way the tean] chose
who are struggling with their own mental health,” Harrison febsur to remember René. René’s father, Max Zamundio, reached out to Harrison and other

friends a er the passing of his son and assembled the team that is now partjof the
He calls the current state of mental health at UK universities “a suicide crisis”. Race4Rene. eir goal, Harrison explains Roar, is to raise money for Papyrus, ahd

another charity called Child Bereavement UK.
And maybe Harrison isn't wrong. e Independent recently reported that Resielden death appears fo
be Bristol University’s 13th suicide in three years, and 84 young men in the UK take their own lffe § Flynn commends the Race4Rene team for their e ort. “What the Race4Rene-tpam is

week, according to Harrison. doing is reminding people that you can turn tragedy into hope, and remindimdepg¢o
to discuss their own feelings,” he sayRadar.“ is is about more than remembering
e national scandal that suicide is so stigmatised René, it is about creating awareness that suicide is preventable if we are opgn about

CEO Ged Flynn in Papyrus says the crisis in the UK is not speci ¢ for universities. Suicide is still the j how we feel”
cause of death among young people, and suicide rates in the age group are actually lower for peo

university than for people who are not enrolled. e Atlantic Rally for Cruisers (ARC) is the largest Trans Ocean race of its kind irf the

world. Harrison, Zamudio and the other Race4Rene crew members will travel from
“l would call it a national scandal rather than a crisis, and the scandal is that we do natutisitkvetien Gran Canaria to Saint Lucia, a trip Harrison estimates will take about two or fthree
times get tough. It is still stigmatised to talk honestly about feeling down, we don't eveenijiabout weeks.

death in general,” he says, adding that a culture of openness is needed to prevent youth suicide.
“Our crew is aiming to remove the stigma associated with mental health by cregting a

“People still believe talking about suicide will make more people do it. atisense. Suicide is an i dialogue about it. If we are successful with our aims | hope that our Race4Rerfe cam

herently human impulse, a neutral thing at best. It is a natural thing for people to think about in diftre{ Paign can continue to expand and spread our message because asking for help should
Flynn tellsRoar “We talk about suicide in secret. Even when people call our helpline, it takes themfa w| Not be as hard as crossing an ocean,” Harrison says.
to say their thoughts out loud,” he adds.
You can contact the Samaritans by calling them for free from any pharnesor?3
Flynn thinks universities always can do more to ensure the well being of their students but addq thg or Visitingwww.samaritans.orto nd details of your nearest branch if you or anyone
one can ever do enough to prevent someone from taking their own life. “Universities need to ask th| You know are struggling with mental health issues.
selves two hard questions. Are we doing everything we can to prevent suicide among our stud¢nt |
and did we do everything we could to prevent something that has already happened,” Flynn sayq. You can contact Papyrus UK by calling them@#D0 068 41 4texting atD778 620
9697 or emailingpat@papyrus-uk.orgso to papyrus-uk.org/get-in-touchto nd

Although the statistics show men are at a higher risk, Flynn says “suicidal behaviour knows nd ge{ out more if you or anyone you know are struggling with mental health issues.

boundary” He adds that female suicidal behaviour is very prevalent too, even though it does nqt al
lead to a lethal outcome. Still, he thinks openness may be easier for women than for men. “It mfght| More information about the Race4Rene team and their fundraising can be fognd at
massive generalisation, but if men are in the pub, for example, they are very unlikely to be talkifg a] Www.race4rene.com/
their feelings, and will rather sit and discuss football. We need to nd ways of getting into that cfiltu
Flynn adds.

m— m—
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A W S - I I M .I: h - iiself. | believe one of the main thihgs with rankings is that students are keen to go to uniersities
I'e e tl aSte rS 0 t e internationally which are well recognised, and King’s certainly is. Another thing to mentjon is
that there are other in uential rankings, such as the THE Impact one. It measures lots of social

WO rl d R an kl n gsf) parameters, including diversity, engagement with the environment, mental issues and othgr socia

factors. On such important rankings we came 5th in the world, which tells us a lot about thye type
of university we are.”

= %. = By Virjinia Vassileva He shares that the amount of applicants, especially international ones, increases ewany year

4 % Deputy Editor further adds that one of the main focuses in recent years has been the creation of a morg student
centered institution. He shares that the university was building capital in improving the sfudent

experience, and has made a lot of investments in direct student initiatives.

e annual QS rankings are out... and King's gradual decline continues. However, thexjthough some students were disappointed by King's drop on the world's leaderboard, mogt share
university’s reputation remains intact, with its name still echoing across the worldpofessor Byrne's opinion. ey pointed out that as long as King's maintains high academik and
University Principal Professor Edward Byrne has commented on the world rankingsocial standards and a “strong international reputation and value;” world rankings duatter |
and students satisfaction rates. at all. A large amount of students further mentioned that they do not rely on such rankingg at all,

- ; " ; o] _..and prefer looking into department speci c charts or level of research done across their sfibjects.
A er a great drop from being ranked 23rd in 2018 to becoming 31st in 2019, King's is pos'“?\‘&ﬁgferring students also shared they have always wanted to come to King's and since itfis still “a
33rd for the upcoming 2020, according to the QS o cial rankings. is years drop is not so sigp university; a slightly lower rank does not change their opinion.
ni cant, but what has caused the big change last year? More detaiktstshow that while all
criteria remain the same or are even increasing, one factor keeps falling. is is the criteria kngw()rrent King’s undergraduate joked: “Of course | care about the rankings. Employers are/fooking
%328}%“?&35 %%ﬁ;eg:zljcj/tyfbrrnzes;éng the amount of research being cited in other papers. Being 4tlt+d8e statistics, my parents are proud, but most importantly, my grandmother is happy!

) (o] a

[ AN

King's Principal Professor Edward Byrne explains some of the reasons behind such drastic shi s THEEESS B

on the QS charts: | |
“ e QS changed their methodology that year. e medical research and the medical school tends = TDL EDY - IDE XD

to raise our research ranking across the institution. What the QS did thas yeay labelled it .

out, so that research contributions from other faculties would be weighibedat. ey biased
the ranking more towards the mean performance of the institution. is methodological gdan "
caused the drop from low 20s to low 30s. irty-one and thirty-three is probably not a signi cant - o 0 T & |
change, given the accuracy of such rankings.” - e

o
—

Principal Byrne goes further:

“| suspect that over the next few years with the new initiatives that kick in we will see a slow climb 6 coamuug °_ 0_ G_ G_
back towards the low 20s. | think that's a realistic position for us, and it puts us dmdrest - = -
universities in the UK and the world. e other thing is that the brand of King’s is really good KCL being 5th on THE Impact World Ranking

I
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H 1 : - consent of the Constitue

KCL Kashmir Solidarity: aeemby, it now had to

consult only the Gover

Student Unreachable  ror of the State who i

appointed by the Cen

tre). e Presidential Or-

By Tara Sahgal der could thus be passg

Editor in Chief swi ly and with minimal
obstruction.

On Wednesday the 13th of August, King’s College l-on|ndia remains divided ov

don’'s Kashmir Solidarity Movement posted a distress the Government's decisig

in i ; éNhlIe some rejoiced t
g status on its Facebook page. According to the pos

. . ~_Ihove on the grounds t

the Co-President of the society, Muhammad Daniyalit will bring uni cation an

Ubaidullah, has not been heard from since Kashmir'sdevelopment to Jdlgaadh

lockdown on Monday, the 5th of August. puted region, ot

demned it for b€
is status arrived in the wake of the abrogation of Article 370332%“[';8? g}l{ aa B
of the Indian Constitution. e post, which deems the move bySome ]
the Indian Government “unconstitutional” and “totalitarian,”

The
: ?T;e —I nﬁ 11‘5151 n @Ui ra—

to the Supreme

reads: “We hope and pray that this is just a result of the Indi Py ¥ SOy o .

government shutting down the telecommunication services f[?th'i?‘ezlggonf """“""m»'..,.\.,w:;, el “m}ill?,g

Kashmir, as opposed to anything more serious. EAESI verdict. i ] Nt ACCE sy
held that “despitd FlocrnAnd 4 SOoN

“We, as a society, have no way of nding out if our comrade

ToSringgay /Rz LER'S Dy ?N
safe. o )

SHEIKH 57 CIs N/
FORY jniiBDULLA g |

M, Goyyp,

He8adnote of Ar
370, it is not a {

» . porary  provisid
We demand Kings College London to release a statement Dwever, the Co

this and use their status as a leading World university to push ; :
issue of the human rights abuses in Kashmir to the forefront” Smissed six of

petitions challe

Other London universities have also spoken out, with UCL's B :
kistan Society and SOAS’s India Society condemning the meRs grounds  tha
ure taken by the Government of India. they were defed

What measure was taken by the Indian Governmenﬂ:/gelesznid&?ees;

and why is it important? led against the c

On the 5th of August, the Government of India (GOI) anﬁ)é;nmu{?q.?geih

nounced the repeal of Article 370 of the Constitution. Articl -

: - " interfere™aror saro woud o . - ia]: s =
370 granted special rights to the citizens of Jammu and Kashlﬁjqﬁ?gtit%e ttc?tr?eeCentre ey T —. | LTty Ly R
(J&K), including autonomy in law-making, de ning their OWN i India to revoke Jammu & Kashmir's special
fundamental rights and the right to their own ag and constitu : status without consulting J&K stakeholders,
tion. Citizens of India residing in other states were not allow‘?geaction of the international com 3
to buy land in J&K, nor were they subject to the same laws. muni—g{

amidst a clampdown on civil liberties &
communications blackout is fikely to increase
e Presidential O_rder decl_aring the removal of Article 3_70 WaS\ tivists around the world have cof the risk of further human righis violations &
foIIo_weq by the |nt'rodu_ct_|on of the Jammu & K_ashmlr I:{efJ"demned India’s handling of the situatig inflamea tensions

ganisation Act, which divided the State of J&K into two UnIOﬁJ] Kashmir, with many urging the UN t
Territories — the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir and th?ntervene émid ks @ erasssive
Union Territory of Ladakh. According to the GOI, this move ifnan rights violations in the region
meant to further integrate the region into India, bringing with i :
increased socio-economic development.

Twd
On the 16th of August, the UN Security Council held

. . . a_rare closed-door meeting regarding the situation i
Simultaneous to the removal of the contentious Article was,ashmir despite Secretary General Anténio Gute

Government-issued lockdown in Kashmir. Within two weeks, .- ; : - :
over 35,000 Indian troops were deployed 10 J5K. making (el DVOKDY 1he 1972 Snimie, Agreement © i
total number of armed personnel almost half a million Stronﬁ'\rough bilateral dialogue — in response to Pakistan’
in the world’s most militarised region. Section 144 of the Indi est for a review of the situation. e meeting, whose tq
Constitution was enforced, which forbade public gatherings, ird¢ yiscussion was the rst of its kind since 1965. ended
posed a curfew and caused educational institutions to remaifk -, outcome or o cial statement. Sources said th
shut. Tourists were made to leave the Valley and Amarnath pj verwhelming” number of T ETTES (four out of ve of
grims (of Hindu religion) were evacuated. Most importantl ermanent members) stressed the need for peaceful ¢
internet and telephone services were disbanded and more t? lution through bilateral discussions between Indi?
500 local leaders — including Omar Abdullah and Mehboo%kistan
Mu i — were placed under house arrest without any cause. '

. wie FRLED
KASEAIR

]

Meanwhile, Pakistan has openly condemned India’s

Furthermore, despite the GOI denying any violence or diss ISt Biime Mirises mmmn Ken s (e

in Kashmlr., multiple demonstrajuons were covered by intern ut to the international community in an attempt
tional n_1ed|a channels, some with as many as 10,000 protes A rneiionelse ihe el A1 garner support. Ii
According to them, tear gas and pellet guns were used agaips f solidarity with Kashmir, the country obser s :
protestors, injuring hundreds of civilians, including children a$cih August — India’s Independence Day — as a § happens to oppressed Kashmiris in 10K whan
youngias eight. Day, with its ruling party, Tehreek-e-Insaf, orgal curfew is lifted. Does the BJP govt think by
ing a massive protest outside the Indian embas| using greater military force against Kashmiris
Islamabad. Similar protests and counter-prot in 10K, it will stop the Treedom movement?
- Mehbooba Mufti € o broke out outside the Indian High Commission Chances are 1t will Gain momentum.
Toeday the people of Jamimu & Kashmir who London. -
reposed their faith in institutions of India like
parfiament & Supreme Court feel defeated & China has issued two separate responses, {
betrayed. By dismembering the state & that while the reorganisation of Ladakh into a-
fraudulently taking away what is rightfully & ion Territory is “unacceptable,” the issue “shoUra : ; : ”_
legally iy they have furtiser :oniL-..:u-.-iu be properlyyand peacefﬁlly resolved based on th&{§Rt by Pakistan's PM Imran Khan condemning India's move
the Kashmir dispute Charter, relevant UN Security Council resolutions and
bilateral agreement.”
Tweets by MehboobauM, former Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, In contrast, the USA, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Ard
prior to the communication blackout Turkey, Sri Lanka, France and the U.K. have advocated for Y

eral discussions and refused to intervene, with the UAE goi

e abrogation of Article 370 has sparked debates all over thf(glr e R N TR TS

world. ose against the decision claim that the Instrument o/ 4t goes this mean for students?
Accession — which was the single document based on w :
Kashmir joined India in 1947 — was conditional to Article 37%—
being upheld. According to them, by its abrogation, key terms

th a lack of international pressure, Kashmir remains on-Id

in favour of the decision believe that Article 370 was a draconi,
and temporary provision that should never have been a par
the Indian Constitution in the rst place.

¢ ording to the Indian Government, restrictions will be allg
ated on a day-to-day basis. Until then, no one is allowed to
or exit the region. All lines of communication remain shutl
is unsure whether students like Mr. Ubaidullah, who have
em the prayers of their peers, will be able return to thei
ational institutions for the upcoming academic year.

e Indian Constitution does state that Article 370 is “tempo
rary” However, it speci es that the Article can only be modi e
with the consent of the Constituent Assembly of Kashmir. dnter
estingly, Kashmir's Assembly has been dissolved for over a Wb's has not yet released a statement on the issue
is allowed the Central Government to impose federal rule in '
the region last June, which implied that instead of seeking the
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On March 19th, HM e Queen came to
King’s on an o cial visit. Only hours a er
images of the Queen entering Bush Hou
began to circulate social media, anoth

story began to emerge, as several studg
noticed they were denied access to Kin
buildings during the day of the visit. Fur
thermore, the students who were denieg

access appeared to have been selected
to their participation in student activism
and protests earlier in the year. An inve
tigation was launched into the issue (g

]
March 21st and on July 6th King'’s releas
a 43-page report to conclude it, showi
evidence of wrongdoing by the universit .

in failing to follow King’s data protection
policy and to protect student welfare.

e full report carried O.Ut by Chief Investigato By William Nestor-Sherman """ By Louis Jacques
Laura Gibbs was published on 4th July along ) N ) ﬁ =] )
President, Editor in Chief A /] Sports Editor

a letter from acting principal Evelyn Welch, A
issued a formal apology on behalf of King’s-(
lege London which was sent out by email tg

st B Students denied access to Busk
DETAILED COURSE OF EVENTS H Wh i I H I\/I th Q n i

Qn 4th March, the Israel Society reissued- ’ - O_u_Se e e u e e S
i mIaeil ® \/1SITIN g

Bar-On a er concerns were raised about disr =
tion of the event by certain ticket holders.

Trrmmmivirketads @ Students with denied accegss
sued exclusively to invited members of the sd
ty, further fuelling the protest that was set to f{j
place outside the Macadam building, the locay
where the event was being hosted. We re n Ot ran d O I l l
e protesters used force to prevent ticket hol - . .. .
ers from entering the building by forming hum » i
shields around the Macadam entrance, how: | |
it & A 43-page report, released by
ued without disruption. F
_

. . . = ] -
On 8th March in light of this recent protest, tj K I d t I I
Director of Estates Nick O’Donnell presen I n S ) CO n C u eS I a
the idea of targeting individuals “be that by
checks, CCTV or other video footage” in an E = . 'Iﬂ o LA . ®
cial team email to prevent further disruption . _n_m el |

events during what he called “the season ef
rest”.

request from the Metropolitan Police ternal members of the public. ndings represented “a signi cant breac]
and proceeded with it as an “instruc Sta also reported incidents of “abusef trust and a failure to protect the we

. . tion” and harassment from students’, undebeing and future prospects of Kind
e email was sent as part of preparation for| lining the lack of safeguards to maintaistudents” and that fundamentally “n
number of other high pro le protests that we Despite the Director of Students & Edutheir safety and dignity in the workplaceconsideration was given to the potent
due to take place that month, including Isr cation's concerns about these restrictions impact on students”.
Apartheid Week, the Climate Strike and the R to student access, apprehensions weeereport also found that the decisions
al visit. quashed by the Director of Campus-Omf CIS Security, Estates & Security aRECOMMENDATIONS MADE

erations who referred to the police- recCampus Operations were at various st

On 19th March, a request was made by the quest. es both legally questionable and morrjl%w-r

ropolitan Police for names and groups of-9

dents envisaging a potential protest, and a li ing’ ; ; ;
Societios was cgmpiﬁ)ed to heIFr)J in the target tgrlglrg?esdsttr?ersaslrpr?nngsg‘liti%inr:tlrgzgsAB outright lack of contingency plansmMmended actions for the university
i “di ” Y Plans, ovent a repetition of the wrongdoing

student protesters who might “disrupt” the ro a formal request from the Metropolitarand coordination between the groupge .~ (- . P 9

VISIt. Police and proceeded with it as an-“irwas also made apparent, with the repor{t at day:
e . . struction”. citing “insu cient oversight or appropr

e societies mentioned included KCL Cut th ate senior leadership [...] and no overall

Rent, KCL Intersectional Feminist Society, K Despite an email from the Director otoordination (with KCLSU)"

Climate _Strlke, K_CL Jus_tlce For Cleaners Campus Operations suggesting the idea

KCL Action Palestine society. of restricting ID card access exclusively to sta subsequently revealed that

Bush House, the report found that it wadespite a history of popular politically

in fact not possible to block access to ontyotivated events at King's, there were

one building, due to time constraints. “no appropriate mechanisms, support or

training in place” to handle them.

e Gallagher (security card) log shows

that the e ect of this refusal of access leelreport concluded that while the crea

to the individuals in question being untion of the list as a means in a diseipli

able to enter various King’s buildings; imary process was in compliance with the

e report also revealed that at least one perg@ih S . B : -
on trﬂs list was wrongly identi ed (name?y " cluding a student accommodation. King's Data Protection Policy, the identi

wrong. e review ends with a number of rec

t ensure that the breaches in data pol
are reported to the Information Com
missioner’s O ce (ICO);

implement more adequate suppo|
mechanisms and training for front ling
sta;

build on the “excellent work done t
promote freedom of expression”;
have a wider conversation about t
nature of security at the universit
among the wider student community
limit the number of high-risk events
held yearly at the university;
collaborate with the KCLSU more a

A more detailed list of 16 students and one m
ber of sta was created internally using CC
footage around the Macadam building from
protest on March 4th of the Israel Society e
which was compiled originally for disciplina
action.

member of sta ). ;:Sa gg?eziiZﬁ;tzligrlsj?:\(t:il\?eu?vsv;ng tr:::zc?ﬁ?rsf review the policy for r.oom booking
FINDINGS FROM THE that policy and it was likely that “some of with external speakers; .

Following the compilation of the list, the Mg REPORT the information included would breach make such events open"to all King

ropolitan Police asked if it would be possiblg : - article 9 of the General Data Protection stuc_ie_nts and ensure “appropriatg I

temporarily restrict access of these individuall ) . Registry (GDPR)" chairing.

the Bush House auditorium, 4th oor, 8th oad Security sta said that there was an ex

Entry Level, Exit Level and East Courtyard. pectation of them to make ne judge . . ; ; hile it is clear that many of these 1

ments between disruptive behaviou?T:Zfs.lgvesst;gg;or:t G_lrt?ft;srrﬁgtrjg:]ud;d :2 mmendations are important for th
e King's sta responsible seemingly inter- that counts as protest and behaviour th&t I Iv?h nuth r :N n : viden piversity to move on from this inciden
preted the barring of student access as a for crosses the line, whilst also o en bei olice € €ré was no evidence Q.. .,5ins to be seen how King’s its

iminal activity or internal disciplinary

unable to di erentiate students from ex will go about to practically make theg
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Sent: 08 March 2019 16:46

el

REPORT#"

|
a
.5 I. | brief note for consideration and input - as we enter the "season of unrest” — | wanted to
r ) ensure we are all on the same page on How we report / identify students who are breaching our
"l policy’s ; we have in place good processes for halls of residence - and routinely cover off student
conduct matters, ( smoking etc )

- To: Mclver, Robin <robin.mciver@kcl.ac.uk>; Harrison, Tessa <tessa.harrison@kcl.ac uk>

Cce: Taylor, Maxine <maxine_taylor@kcl.ac.uk>; Kent, Richard <richard kent@kcl. ac.uk>

Subject: reporting of student misbehaviour : ensuring a watertight process

Dear Robin & Tessa

For incidents on campus we have been less structured in reporting to student conduct ,
howewver | am certain that we need to have a watertight approach , as in todays world there may
be “disclosure requests for all e mails relating to XXX event — or who asked what of whom .

So while very open for discussion , | am minded to use Event & nightly reports as a starting point
for any referral to student conduct & appeals, and to look to the judgement of the Campus

Manager & or head of security in identify individuals of interest be that by ID checks, CCTV or other
video footage .

s % T i T .
Email from Director of Estates & Facilities Nick O’Donnell proposinsgetioé QCTV to identify
students.
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Couple groups on campus regu- E Thread

i larly promote hate and platform j
terrible people but look who's
always under the microscope... .'

QD ot | -
QF la=aim
KCL

i

To make it crystal clear: King's
would rather give entry 1o the
Israel Defence Forces then to its
own students..

L& el i 1T

Absolutely damning report
released by King's Caollege
London, showing how the
cutsourced securily company

wihile wormen

Appendix G - email evidence (4]
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called Karen
| =

£L ] Bk
Ea:e hrea-ch::iﬁﬂpﬁl. athm; o= | calling the police on people :
ala regs, a e values o L whan they're just trying to go P4
the College when they shared thremt 1o the Cheeen ot : to school - "
student information with police @ gn:.'“::::r,'-";:'%m" n
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AFTERMATH AND RESPONSE ed by the actions taken by sta membergusly infringed free-speech, disruptetl is goes straight to the point and covd
and were “deeply concerned by the-remcademic events and assaulted studeati®t of the necessary ground from so

Following the release of the report, KCglation that the University can e ectivelyfor years now pose as the victims. interesting perspectives, but it still lea
Action Palestine and KCL Justice fdfack the locations of students via access a taste of institutional bias.

Reactions of students to the wrongdoing
that had been uncovered
[ ]

cleaners, two of the groups named in tfgate records” “Once again, the oppressors become the _ ) ) ) )

report, issued statements detailing their oppressed and our university must atorfextensive email and interview eviden

concerns with the report. ey said that they remained “rm in their crimes. is used to paint a very clear image of
[their] unequivocal condemnation of chain of events, and the underlying pro

In their statements, the groups claim th&aurveillance by the college, in any forffsuch a K_a aesque s_cenario can on_lpm_s in the preparati(_)n_ made_ for eve
“legally and morally, these events demoand for any reason, no matter what thiake place in an institution devoid of logisimilar to the Royal visit and in the rel;
strate that KCL management is not abRuUrported justi cation is: this is a place oénd moral courage” tionship between CIS Security and Kin
to run a university” and that while the-relearning, not a police state”. College London have been complet
port described “events accurately in many Keval Nathwani, the editor of the King'sxposed.
regards, it failed to address the racial arfi O cers also demanded that the uni (;ollege London Conservative Assecia _
political pro ling that occurred”. versity guidance on protests be “scrappethns’s 1828 Journal, has also reached d®t the report, written by the COO (
e ective immediately” as it was createtb Roarwith a comment, stating that theQueen Mary University, o en brushe|
ey also published several demands,-in with “no consultation or input from the report reveals “the sheer and unambigaside accusations of political pro ling
cluding “the desecuritisation of all aspectsCLSU in any way". ous neglect of King’s students and sta ksjither choosing to ignore them or forgg
of KCL”, “a complete restructure of KCL, the university that injures us all” ting what was considered the most-i
to bring power to the workers and stu €Y go onto clarify that they would re portant allegation from students proted
dents who are systematically mistreatéddse to “to consider how to repair t_héFor_th_ose Iookin_g for a detailed prop_osa'uhg in the a ermath.
by incompetent, proteering manage dar_n_age caqsed by these events’ inpmviding a copious array of solu_tlons ) _ _
ment” and “personal compensation forspirit of healing” as recommenc!ed t_)y théhat ensure a S|r_n|Iar occurrence is _ndit also outright questions the |ndepen
everyone targeted by the immoral, illeg&¢Port bec«’?luse of “the severe V|0Iat|0ns[¢a!peated, they will not nd any [in thlsenc?e. qf KCLSU, calling for the Union
actions of KCL management’. students’ rights and the scale of survereport]” revisit its committee approach and rool
lance that this report has uncovered” bookings method, rather than encoural
e two societies go on to threaten the He concludes by “welcoming this reporing them to proactively cooperate wif
university with “legal action” if it refusednstead the student ocers demandedas an honest, self-critical and focusek:!e University by o ering advice.
to comply in a statement that was latégonsequences” and insisted that “gnyssessm_ent of the greas_where reform is
supported and shared by KCL Interse®ther sta member found to have misneeded in the relationship between theundamentally, while the review was nec
tional Feminist society. led or lied to students in the a ermath oSecurity team and the wider King’s consary for furtheraction to be taken and fo
the Queen's visit incident should be deattunity” despite it being “a very sad- reall to understand the situation, it see

i

KCL Climate Strike and KCL Cut thevith severely and potentially removegort to read”. incomplete and its recommendations tq
Rent have yet to make a formal commefiem their post”. generic.
on the report. ) _ ANALYSIS _

Simon Moos, the President of the KCL Find the full report on our web pa

In addition, many King's students turnedsrael Society, has commented exclusivedyreport, expected to be quite a bomb roarnews.co.uk
to social media to express their frustrdor Roar:“How do you handle studentsshell, was certainly a breath of fresh air
tion at the wrongdoings that had beeWho consistently breach the law? Do yamompared to the nonchalance of the

uncovered. re them, or do you owe them a publistatement made by King's in March and
e KCLSU, represented by the studentaPology? the noisy street protest that took place the
o cers, also released a statement, saying day a er the incident.

that they were “disgusted and disappeint € same students who have contiru



8 roarnews.co.uk

5 a er the initial incident? | do not agree with disrupting events one opposes or blggk

n earth was the KCL leadership doing that was dednwethe entrance of students and participants trying to jBin

portant than apologising to our peers, who were shad events.

cess to the university they pay a yearly fee between

and over 20,000 pounds a year to attend? | also believe that some of our student activists sometfilies

seem to react for the purpose of reacting, without really @t

What could be deemed more important than ensuring thteg their message across.

students felt protected and listened to in the months that fol

lowed the incident? My personal belief is that conversations have a bigger inj@act

than shouting, disrupting and disrespecting your oppositigi.

e arrogance that has been on display by the university to

assume that a delay of this extent was ever acceptable gVitwshat said, | really do not agree with my univers

precisely where their priorities lie, and it is not with the pdimeaching its own data protection codes in order to block

| wish to make next. dents who do seek out more extreme sorts of protest.

little, too late,

Ms. Welch”

ﬁ By Julia ommessen
; i Comment Editor

Student welfare over Royal welfare | do not agree with the existence of a list of 16 people witfibut
Secondly, is student welfare not the most important priogtgriminal record (or any other records for that matter) toj@e
of a university, or at least a priority over the welfare of viEiigled out by my university simply because they beliey@ in
ing royal? And does student welfare not include all studestsfiething.

A er four months, King’s has nally issued a formal Our university’s Safe Space Marshals are actively prevewtivag our university did was worse than what any student§@c
apology for disabling student activist IDs on the da ocieties from engaging in debate and using their freedotivist could ever do at the royal event, or any other evenjior

of Her Majesty the Queen’s visit in March, and it i peech - should they not protect us all? that matter.

simply too little, too late. Even the sixteen students our leadership apparently dedtweals worse than blocking an entrance or shouting fromfilhe

threatening to Her Highness (or whatever thadience during a debate.

right phrasing is in this monarchy-obsessed na

tion) should be included in that. King's abused its power over its student body and le t
feeling singled out and unwelcome at their own campuse

Another question this raises is how were the

targeted students selected? Why we need activists, whether they are right ¢
wrong

How on earth does protesting former IDF

Colonel Eli Bar-On automatically mean orfectivism remains at the core of a functioning democracy.

will protest the Queen?

Although it would be shallow at best to compare student]
Does being part of KCL Cut the Rent, Kdists at King's to the people currently risking their lived
Intersectional Feminist Society, KCL Climagght for their beliefs in Sudan or Hong Kong, events ac
Strike, KCL Justice For Cleaners or KCL Actithre globe serve as painful reminders of how dangerous g
Palestine Society translate into one being in g can be.
position against it all, a vile threat to everything
old and traditional and dull? If anything, our university should celebrate the fact that
student body is comprised of people who put their own
What else exactly is being done as a mearfarefat risk to ght for their own beliefs.
apologising to the students?

2500

So thank you, Ms. Welch, but it'’s too little, too late.
Have they gotten in touch with them personally? Will they

. — et some sort of compensation for being targeted
e apology was made by acting principal Evelyn Welch agy their own university?

part of a formal report released last week.

HM the Queen meeting King'’s students

. . . Or is this another bogus apology that institutig
e report investigated the reasons for the exclusion of thge ours bitterly hand out when they are forced
student activists from campus during the Royal visit. admit wrongdoing?

For many, this may be too little, too late, and | have a A@se of power
questions you may want to consider. y
Let's make one thing perfectly clear, | do not al ‘. -
agree with all the student activist groups and -

orks that our student body is comprised of.
First and foremost, | wonder why the apology was made %ur Y P

A delayed response?

While this would limit the power of the univg
sity administration to curtail the movements and ., ; .
actions of students, it would also surely open the doors FRRRQTEST: Picture from a protest earlier this year.
wider unmonitored public access to campus.

A Safe Campus or a

enforced.
is raises the question of what exactly our campuses should
be: free but without surveillance, or safe but well monitor&d®, for example, di cult to imagine Bush House as ‘s§iie
space’ for students without some security systems in plaj to
A free and open campus would allow students to rest eastomthe general public using the building as a thoroughg@re
the knowledge that political expression could not be foIIO\i\re(g Strand to Kingsway.
up by a denial of access.

Free Campus?

s ’ By Sam Light
\ 3 Reporter

We must decide whether we want KCL to be safe and s@&ure
When coupled with a looming threat of access denial,dh&é be more of a Hyde Park Corner in which anyone @&n
monitoring of student movements through their activitiescame to say or do whatever they want.
. L enHance barriers is bound to discourage descent of any form.
Released following the royal visit in March, the Bus We cannot have it both ways.

House Security Report exposed how our administsaiversities should be places for challenging ideas and for

tors were able to track students and limit their accessagements to foment. A ‘desecuritised’ campus is one in which students carjno
a campus they felt was their own. Our student commy oving potential restraints upon student involvemenﬂlglr‘:?:tirctg;)r:e;%é?seirlf\%tl_ec?%?lcﬂlvsgrggﬂrt] st?uggljﬁlgggigge’?sm
_nltylhas Sltn%e tgeen forced t.? reconsider hO\t’;'] sec%ﬁé@e movements may create a more fertile and politically ac _ o _ ]
Implemented at our university. ese are my thoughtgjye student body. ere is a level of responsibility which comes with entrug
. ing students with a more open and lenient security appardius.
e report revealed that certain student
were identi ed by the security team at B Part of the ability to call for bans on speakers or societig@on
House as being potentially disruptive dug campus is relinquished if the distinction between the cal s
their past politically motivated actions a itself and the streets beyond is blurred.
movements.
. Taking issue with a specic speaker’s presence on cafibus
On the day of the royal visit, these studs becomes di cult if a skeletal security team means that [y
were denied access by the security tea person could come and set up with a microphone.
various campus and accommodation bu
ings through the blocking of ID cards. is seems especially pressing given numerous controvergies
. over who is, and who is not, allowed to have a platform e.
e names of these students were also gi
to the Metropolitan Police, and since thf e security report released undoubtedly raises questidis
has been a call for a ‘desecuritisation’ o regarding the extent that the monitoring”and control of s
university. dent’'s movements are appropriate, yet we must also be cgiieful
what we wish for.
Two of the groups targeted by the secuUmty
crackdown on the day of the Queen's visit HM the Queen at a presentation at Bush House ‘Desecuritisation’ may give students more power to expi@ss

(KLC Action Palestine & Justice for Cleaners) have demand

themselves and their politics, yet with this, the ability te g

ed the removal of card barriers upon entry as well as a smaligther side of the coin, of course, is that a totally op&ml any expression, bigoted or otherwise, is lost.

home-grown security team.
curently

campus may destroy the illusion of exclusivity and safety
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Before You Go East:
A Student’s Study Abroad
Experience in Hong Kong

?“’ By Ryan Chan 1 ' [

Reporter S 5
e interviewee at Disneyland
Hong Kong

A common dilemma that studentsence lived up to it? though admittedly through my own actioneading to a very interesting and yet ai
face in their time at King’s is the de I o en fell quite easily into that territory, byng environment. One could walk down t
cision to study abroad. e King’s Student: My expectations were somewhat understanding local customs as wellstieets of Hong Kong island and nd sH
Global Mobility and Study Abroad undecided, | wanted a di erent experiendeshould have. scrapers on one side of the road and Br
programme pride itself on o ering to what | had previously lived, although | colonial architecture on the other side. g
students an experience of ‘diversitgxpected Hong Kong to be a bit more fam@: How does the educational environmecan also easily eat a classic New York b
and di erent lifestyles’ to enhance aar than that, being the famous city wheireHong Kong compare to London? one night, and then 5 seconds down
student’s ‘intercultural communica ‘East meets West. very same street can enjoy some classig
tion skills’, independence, and adapt Student: e educational environment heravanese bubble tea down the street.
ability. Indeed, King's provides anOn face value, Hong Kong is accessibléstaertainly di erent and far more intenskong's cultural vibrancy is incomparable
amazing variety of universities fromanyone. However, as someone who dden King's. e sheer volume of work, as
all corners of the world for studentsnot speak Cantonese or mandarin andwesll as extracurricular activities one is ex: What are the major bene ts/disadvg
who choose to partake in the Studgot of Asian descent, it was di cult to trypected to do, are quite stressful. tages that come with studying abroad
Abroad programme, and a popularand get to grips with the culture. But this Hong Kong?
destination for many students'is nonds equally true for anywhere else. Whibnkfully as an exchange student, you are
other than East Asia this was jarring and sometimes felt hurtfliberated from many of these tasks es®udent: Benets are just learning a

when | could not be accepted by some dially if one is merely a ‘pass-fail’ studeabout dierent cultures, and really
Yet a common trend amongst applicartals, | think during my time at Hong Konglowever, for myself (who cannot help birig some of the best times of your life.
is the uncertainty of what university life ih managed to equally befriend exchangeke sure that the work is to a standard lbgost importantly — THE FOOD! It is t
East Asia pertains. With the intent of prstudents and more local students, whiftre passing it in) it has been quite stresshést food you will ever have. Like serio
viding future study-abroad students withltimately made my experience a lot more somehow the pizza here is even better
an expectation of what studying abroad positive. But the variety of subjects is certainly vényRome, this makes no sense but | love
East Asia is like, what follows is an inter di erent from what | am used to here in
view of an undergraduate History and Ith personally feel many students expectedlaimdon. For my course (History and Polie disadvantages of studying in Hon
ternational Relations student’s experien@eperience of partying and travelling arnids), the topics touched most parts of tkeng is, however, the long period of ti
studying abroad in the University of Honlgaving an amazing time (which | also hadvarld. Furthermore, it is far easier to leaintakes to adjust if one wants to try and
Kong during the second half of the 20188 of fun with). But my memories of Hongdi erent things such as the Chinese dam with the local culture, or at least for m
academic year. Kong won't be of the places | have beergutage.

will be of the people | had fun with. Q: If you could give yourself advice a
Q: Why did you choose to partake in the Q: Were there any di culties in adjusting tago prior to making the decision to stu
Study Abroad programme and why Horf@g: One major reason as to why many-péie culture or environment in Hong Kongabroad in Hong Kong, what would you
Kong in particular? ple choose to Study Abroad in East Asian yourself?

countries is to experience new culturesStudent: I've always described Hong Kong
Student: | decided to study abroad becatise/ has the di erence in culture impacteas a sort of Chinese London. It's like watudent: Do what you want to do (in t
| realised that despite the number of interour study abroad experience? ing into a version of your house, but thagésd, experiencing dierent cultures a
national students around me, | had never been decorated and furnished by somea®tting out of your comfort zone is tl
spent any major period abroad in my lifSfudent: e di erences in culture was in else with a completely di erent style. eessence of Study Abroad), research,
and therefore decided to change that. Hatlegesting. For example, the food is mauace is similar, and you could almost-mise prepared for it to be very di erent a
Kong was my rst choice due to it being tiv@ried and just better in Hong Kong (aake the subway (MTR) for home. It do&s try to t in. But also be aware that t
only non-western university provided byell as cheaper), the transport is better, drave a certain ‘cluster’ and ‘claustropholpaople you meet there will leave a he
my Department, and | wished to exploretlze rent for my dorm room was far cheap#tat London does not have. ere’s a bit oh lasting impression, and the experie
radically di erent tone of the environmentthan in London. everything everywhere, with no real seng® have will stay with you forever. So

of one district being anything in particulashould go. Oh and by the way just ign

Q: What were your expectations of studyooking back on my experiences with Hong your country collapsing whilst you're
ing abroad in Hong Kong? Has your expeong, | have a feeling that | was somewhlaing Kong is a hell of a blend of East addng Kong because you can't do anythi
typecasting as the truculent westerner, Wlest as well, because of it's obvious past,

University of Hong Kong

common misconceptions on their website. People perceive sexual assault as something that
happens to gay men and is done by gay men. Women cannot be perpetrators. esq myths
play into the patriarchal structure of our societies.

Should a man fall victim to a feminized crime, he must be gay, emasculated or less pf a man
than the rest, bringing into full display the misogynist culture we continue to live under.

Male rape moreover continues to be a source of humour in popular culture. Out offall the

o ensive jokes in Friends, the episode where Chandler tells Joey his tailor is touchfng him
inappropriately, remains one of the darkest turns in the series. We have become so $anitized
to male sexual assault being the punchline that we barely notice it. Jokes about “qropping
the soap’, are so common they need no explanation. ese jokes humiliate victims of male
sexual assault, silencing those who have experienced it.

Men Too: Sexual Assault is =

ETL N

not Gender-Speci ¢ B i o R

poeT

ihus dowrn raad

a By Julia ommessen
1 Jll Comment Editor ere are numerous examples showcasing how lightly we treat male rape, although one
2016 case remains particularly harrowing. In 2016, Stephen Port was convicted of raping
and murdering 4 young men in Barking, London, a er making contact with his victinjs on

- - dating app Grindr.
e conversation about sexual assault and aggression seems stuck on the nar
rative where men are always the perpetrators and women always the victims plggenham police face credible accusations of incompetence and neglect in how-t eJ/ han

this true? dled the case. ey did not identify the deaths as murders until the last body was fou

. . is isn't to say female victims of sexual assault are not also victims of stigmatization. pll too
is is not the case. A recent FOI sent to King's reveals that actually reveals that theg regein women are asked what they wore or drank, or where they were. imajspropriate -

more sexual assault complaints from men than women. the perpetrator should be the one questioned. Furthermore, it remaiimaisithat on mos|
tatIStllff&, women fall victim to sexual assault and violence more than men do. However, in

Since 2010, there have been eleven cases where men have been victims of sexualeretYfears, campaigners have done much to shed light on the battlesfacenés has
Women have been victims in seven cases. Still, when discussing sexual assault, wg@@I€d men from the narrative.

0 en than not picture the victims as female.

. L ) Although it goes uncontested that it is men who overwhelm the statistics of sexuallperpe
e case at our university is not the norm UK wide. A 2015 study found 96% of male seg@ rs?it is%lear male sexual assault should be on the agenda. ey too can fall vi gm qo
assault cases go unreported. Men face even greater stigma surrounding sexual ass iolence in all forms, in addition to facing more stigmatization than women face. If
harassment. Should he be brave enough to step forward, his masculinity comes into;gldSgue that men on our university’s campus actually make up the majority of on-chmpus
po Should he not be strong enough to protect himself? Why didn't hehgltdrpetrator yjictims, then this speaks volumes for the work that needs to be done to ensure ethpower
0 : ment goes both ways.

Survivors UK, a UK charity working to help male survivors of sexual crimes, list the mE@giality is never equality when one gender falls behind.
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Sanctioning Iran, or lranians?

4" By Emilia Sandoghdar

. Comment Editor

Writing about Iran is tricky. One can never know enough and there are at least two si
to any argument. What makes this personally troubling, is that | am half Iranian and c
never quite separate my emotional opinions from the ones | learn to have at King’s —c
cal and objective. But university has taught me to voice my opinion and give my best s|

In light of the sanctions on Iran, which still prevail, | would like to point to the e ects they hastel F
think sanctions are like toy guns; empty threats politicians use in their power play. But then | reatli:
they are designed to be everything but empty threats. How they a ect innocent individuals is eas|
looked when we read the headlines announcing them. While information fatigue can obscure the
of events, sanctions have e ects on real people.

Anna Foo: “l was unsure about
whether to go to the taster session,
but I'm glad | did!”

By Virjinia Vassileva

()
e

B Deputy Editor

Lo} oo

We have all heard thousands of inspiring stories of people never givjng
s

up despite the di culties they encounter, or fairy tales about princeSse

who never lose hope. KCL Liberal Arts student’Anna Foo is here to tepch
you a lesson! Diagnosed with Leber Congenital Amaurosis at birth |(a

visual diso_rder?, she does not fear the darkness and is ready to reach|new
heights. Literally! She joined KCL's Climbing Society last year and vwas
more than happy to share her experience with Roar:

Q: How would you describe this disorder?
| used to have some light and color perception which | always found di cult-tojde

Iran's economy has been in steep decline, ever since Trump withdrew the deele@ee arrow or
gure 1 below). e deal
had been signed in 201!

Economic growth in lran
between Iran, the US, UK

GDP grovdb ratea

1 PuCKRar e France, China, Russia ar scribe to people as it was probably only two percent of what a sighted persor) could
-ancs Germany. It was a long see, but felt like far more as it was what’l was used to. It deteriorated completelly when
term deal, in order to en | wa which wias an unexpected shock at the time, though at least now it if easier

S 14,
to explain to people.
Q: Do you consider yourself an active person?

Yes, | am quite active; more than | was before | started at King’s. | climhrlélse |
and luckily the halls in rst year were very central, so | was ableto walk ev r)%shere.

Q: When did you start climbing?

| started cIimbing_ last October. It isn't something I'd ever considered doing befgre, so
| guess my deciSion was quite spontaneous.

Q: What do you enjoy in this sport the most?

sure that Iran limited its
uranium production and
therefore does not produc
nuclear weapons. Upor
Iran’s ful lment of the
deal’s obligations, the UN’
nuclear-related sanction:
and the US sanctions wel
removed. Due to Trump’s
fear that the early expira
tion of certain parts of the
deal would allow for Iran
to restart its nuclear weap
on production let him to
announce his withdrawa
from the deal in 2018 ant
reintroduced sanctions. His withdrawal was based on a fear, an emotion, not a fact or proven inc

Probably the increase in physical strength and endurance that it has given me, pnd the
fact that it is so varied. | alSo love that'| have nal(lg/ found a sport that | both ¢njoy
and can access, as this was something | found di cult throughout school.

Q: Would you say King’s Climbing society is providing you with everything neefged?
Yes! When | turned up to the taster session | didn't know angthinﬂ about the gport,
so | was lucky that everyone was so encouraging. Unlike S|g ted personfl need
someone to guide me to tell me where the holds are, and everyone has been|great at
doing this.

Q: How would you describe your experience?

It's been good. e atmosphere is very supportive, and thanks to the other menjbers
of the socCiety my climbing has improved.

Q: Have you gone to any competitions/planning to go to any?
| was completelg_new to climbin thi\sl‘)/ear, S0 I'm not vef:y experienced with eonpet
ing. However, | did take part in what was a fairly relaxed competition two monthfg ago
and will enter the National Para-climbing series in a few months’ time.

Q: Did you compete in a special-cat
gg(r)srx for people with similar diso

So sanctions clearly hurt the economy. What this graph doesn’t represent, is the e ects thidhba
lives of innocent citizens. It's the ordinary people who are most a ected. Even if that is whahse
are meant to do, it is in no way humane. e Statistical Centre of Iran shows that last year,ateaich¢
poultry have become 57% more costly, with milk, cheese and eggs following at 37% and vegetabl
is is my relatives’ food in Teheran too. Without clinging onto a few numbers, | am deeply distre
about the e ect sanctions might have on my family.

It is not just food, which has come under jeopardy. e stock of basic medicines has su ered too. |
however it is the more advanced medicines which rely on imports that have been harder to ac
article on the BBC mentions that drugs for anaesthetics, cancer-treatment and diabetes attg ddpe
cult to obtain now. Usually, news like this would sound dramatic, yet distant to mertAtestin sensa

tion which seems to get lost somewhere between eating breakfast and putting my shoes on. But
it's di erent for me. My grandmother has recently been diagnosed with a rare disease, raljiiggohe
imports from abroad. For four days now, my father has been waiting for my grandmother’s iore ttic:
be shipped to our house, so that he can then send it to my grandmother in Iran. e sanctions me
family’s life a lot more di cult. Sanctions are much more than a decree, they destabilise the livekeo
who rely on international goodwill. e insecurity imposed on those furthest removethfpolitics, is
cruel and unnecessary.

Ii]om_ed a para-climbin
cl mblr&g) group 3 months a
I found out there are com
speci calgl for disabled
ith regards to categories, | am
B1 which is for peopl |
ve percent vision. Competln%_
sighted climbers would” be Slight
problematic, as even with a Si
ﬂuige it takes me longer to nd t
olds.

When the US Secretary of State disguises irrational sanctions behind a call for the improvemeant ¢
rights, without addressing the fact that economic sanctions severely impact Iranian’s in their mo
everyday lives, | think | have the right to say that politics is immature, even deceitful. e human c
sanctions on the Iranian citizens and the assertion of power in manners which create disruptior
than a constructive solution must be taken su ciently seriously by other countries in order facs«
to redeem itself in my mind. “Politicians” use economic power tools to sugbysar argument, possibly P _
because a constructive argument won't allow them to assert their power, or perhaps begalmeabt L%rgﬁ',ﬁg,b'?g {ﬁg‘i‘f’sdiaéﬁ ra%ﬁficha
their abilities to make one. It seems absurd to me that the power games played by individual leas keeps me motjvated as there are ler
ordinary, innocent families, whilst the leaders don't risk personal punishment. at the fear and me ways new challenges.
countries carry of previous di culties with Iran override the present need for action. Trump isasan Q: What would you say to future possible members of the climbing society?
ing Iranians more than the Iranian government. He is sanctioning my 80-year old grandparents ) _ - _
sanctioning the sick and he is sanctioning the poor. When you enter university, you think you evi Go for it even if you haven't climbed before. | was unsure about whether goingjto the
with an understanding of the world but I think what it does is help you formulate arguments totst taster session would be a good idea, but I'm glad I did!
your moral convictions and constructively disagree with those things you nd unacceptable. Isn
unacceptable.

Q: What is something that keeps y{ ™
going?

Avocado and co ee - not so much

The Top Reasons King’s Students
Are Broke, According to Themselves

Q By Julia ommessen
Comment Editor
rise, surprise, baby boomers!

e start of a new term inevitably means getting back to managing your ownr Many students work, but they worry about money
nances. Roar has asked King’s students what their money concerns are, how t R¥ough a lot of students chose “the bank of mom and dad” when asked about who funds
feel like they are managing their money, and, quite simply, why they are brokgpeir university, the vast majority have a job either during term time or during holidays.
" ) N Around one in ve respondents said they do not have a job.

For many students, summer equals no bills, a fully stocked fridge and sleeping inthe be
room you decorated when you were fourteen (is that One Direction up on your bedrogsiie than 75 per cent of students who answered has had an unpaid internship, while 5,5 ger
wall?). Althou?h spending quality time with family and high school friends is nice fafeat said that they cannot a ord to work unpaid.
while, many of us yearn to get back from our sleepy hometowns to the world metropolis we
now call home. However, tggattlng back to London and back to uni means getting baek taggsly 14,5 per cent of the respondents were not worried about money, while 32,7 per ceht
ing rent and stocking the fridge all by yourself. said they worry constantly about money in their everyday life. When asked about why th

d ] . y 1 worried ‘about-money, most ag
Roar has asked students at King's abaut their spending habits. And, overwhelmingly, mageedd simply that they ha
the 55 respondents cited rent as their biggest expense on a monthly basis, while food hesigmef it. e results echo th
a strong contender on a weekly basis. Save the Student annual mo
survey, in which 78 per cent of
spondents said they worry abgse
j — = . - ma.hlng ends meet.
According to King’s students, it is rent and food that makes their wallets slim. And although
the housing prices in London are falling, ‘private rents in London on average rose by O.Sg {fou want to write a Mone
nominal terms in the year to March 2019, according to the London Housing Market RepsiHry for Roar?
Although the answers varied, most respondents said their rent was between 500 ancplb’géé drop us an email at ce
pounds a month. ment@roarnews.com for mor¢s

information about the project.

We are o en told by older generations that our obsession with avocado and drinking fan

co ee rather than making our own has a signi cant impact on our budgets. And althoug

the food was a big expense for more than half of the respondents, no one really thought it Was
avocado, co ee or clubbing that was the culprit when they were low on money.

e majority of respondents (34,5 per cent) spent between 5 and 10 pounds on co ee eac
eek, while 30,9 per cent believed they spend less than 5 pounds on the holy beverage. [Sur

Rent and food are the biggest expenses

And even though London has fallen o the list of the top 10 most expensivecifsin

thank you for making the currency weaker, Brexit!), it remains far above the UK average.

5 per cent of the respondents thought they spend more than 60 pounds on food each week,
while 22,2 per cent said they spend between 31 and 40 pounds, and 18,8 per cent spend
between 21 and 30 pounds.
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parties. We are le with a huge, interdisciplinary network, and plenty of experience
targeted project work” Maehlen says. UKAs head of press, 22-year old computer s
student Markus Drange, emphasised the festivals role as a social hukeéind pwnt for
students of all ages and degrees. “ ere is no doubt that UKA is a central part of the st
life in Trondheim. Over the course of three weeks, Trondheim is transformed into a ¢
and for the students. A crucial aspect of UKA is that we want to include everyone, ar
over 100 000 tickets for sale, in addition to the vide variety of volunteer possibilitie
can be sure that everyone is welcome” DrangeReds

e areas of responsibility for the volunteers range from security, PR and artist ac(
modation, to food, cleaning and party planning. 22-year-old economy and administr
student Kari Saxhaug is in charge of organising and booking massages for the vc
workers, as well as training other volunteers to become part time masseuses dut
festival. “I have to emPon twelve masseuses and an assistant, which we do throuc
views. | look for people who like to work with their hands and are comfortable witl
physical requirement” an eager SaxhaugReks: “To me this position means a lot. | ha
made plenty of new friends, learned about organisation, as well as gotten a strong fe
ownership and accomplishment of the task I'm given. at is a lot of fun!” she adds.

UKA is Norway'’s largest festival of its kind with over 90,000 tickets sold to both stL
and non-students. e festivals impressive line-up has become its trademark and bi
crowd teaser. As the festival is entirely run by the students, most of them under the
25, both Drange and Meelhen admit their young age and limited experience can rais
eyebrows in the adult world of festival organising. “We experience that all the time,
is both a strength and a weakness. We have to be incredibly brave to create somett
and negotiate with established industry professionals, but young, fresh minds atlso
a lot of Innovation! e drive that exists amongst hundreds of rst-timers should not
underestimated. It's worth its weight in gold,” Maehlen says. “In UKA, we consider
important aspect and resource that we are young and new to the game. We are no

any conventions and have the possibility to explore alternatives more experience
btg\fé}onals overlook. It doesn't always work, but we have a work environment thstfarllc
teps and celebrate new ideas,” adds Drange.

By Anna Skavlan
Culture & Lifestyle Editor

Look to the small town on Trondheim in Norway. is year they are doing it
for the 50th time.

Trondheim is a city in the middle of Norway, about one ieth the size of London. Irnthal
ants: 193 501. Students: 33 000. is makes it one of the densest student towns in No
with a booming student life. e hub for Torndheim-based students is Samfundet (“ e

Samfundet houses concert stages, pubs, cafés, restaurant and secret rooms. It is
base for their biannual festival UKA (“ e Week” in English). Originally held during th
rst week of October to ensure funds for the student society, the festival has now be
one of the most anticipated music and culture events in all of Norway. Previous -he
ers include Snoop Dogg, JAY-Z, Muse, Franz Ferdinand, ASAP Rocky, Lorde &hd

Society” in English), the largest student society in Norway. e faded circus building %\éﬁ%
F

Guetta. is October, Norwegian pride Sigrid and the heartbreakers of e 1975 are-makjia

ing their way to the festival in the small seaside town. A festival that isyentirand built
by the students of Samfundet.

“UKA is the biggest student driven project in Norway. It creates an immense local
and a liation in Trondheim. OIld students return to the city years a er they graduate
both to attend as guest and help build UKA. It's amazing to be able to invite your frien
a festival you have helped create. at builds a strong sense of community,” this year’s
of UKA, Julian Meehlen, telRoar e 25-year-old industrial economy and technology
management student is the 51st person to hold this position, preceded by 47 men an
women. Maehlen’s position is one of the most demanding, if not the most demandin
any student organisation in Norway. “ is is the most educational experience of my li
Everyone on the board are volunteers, and are young adults in a di cult age. We all h
big responsibility for the very rst time, and learn to relate to each other with consider
and respect” he adds.

rst UKA festival was held in 1917, and has been an essential part of Norwe
culture ever since. Its reputation de es its city limits, and has inspired co
als in Bergen and Oslo. But despite national - and international - fame, the va
are still in the heart of Trondheim. For over 100 years, UKA has been a pillar f

ent community in the city, welcoming students of all backgrounds, interest and dt
ake something together. Whether you like giving massages or talking to the

gives students a chance to explore opportunities, build friendship and - of cours

to a few fun parties and concerts.

-

ultimately, it seems to be working well for its inten

ause; in 2017 the festival had a prot of over 720

oes directly back to Samfundet and the

ds that t t
é;%. With that reputation, Julian Maelhen is con d

osition ensures his resume to get more than a gl¢

ent in his, and all the volunteers;, future. “ is expe
e has been a baptism of re, but when we spread
gst top positions all over the country, we are gc

35%[‘uture employers, thus making the festival a true

Fic‘zlfange Norwegian work culture. We become exc
ally good when it comes to community and persor -
growth, and | will forever set the same standard ef

e head of UKA is elected by the members of Samfundet, and it is up to the elected aggment that | see

now with UKAs volunteers.

to build the board consisting of seven members. Together they are in charge of them®ges the world a better place!”

volunteers, none of whom are payed for the work the%/ do on the festival. “ e students are
not given any economic compensation. Insetad, we fo

cus the social bene ts and amazing

Out of 100 students (this includes both-u
dergraduates and postgraduates), 36.3%
a paid job during summertime, though on
4.5% share to have been working in thlir
eld of interest. However, 15.9% have dohe
a paid internship, and 9.1% - an unpaid ofe.
Some people had volunteering experierjce
or were working on their PhD. Meanwhil¢,
29.5% share they were mainly travelling gnd
relaxing. When looking into the statistids
for students starting their second year |at

ad

A Meaningful
Summer

E%7% By Virjinia Vassileva

iﬂb E‘ Deputy Editor

the Easter Bunny. Couldn't even takq a
photo of it”

FRESHERS,
BEWARE!

By Virjinia Vassileva

And while some approach the proble
with funny comments, others “climbe
on their chairs of fear”

Now in case you think you are safe, Jas
long as you study in the common roo
of your accommodation... Guess whit,
you are not. With 189 reports for 2046

: Deputy Editor

Feeling excited when it comes to planynjversity, they were mostly working eu
ning your summer? Or maybe a bitgide their eld of interest. However, near
fearful of failing to execute tl ose_ld(—; 26% share they did paid or unpaid inter
as?Roarquestions students at King'sghips in their eld of interest, which is nd
College London of their summer €X that far behind the 40% who chose or had

[P choose money over passion.

I-QH_J‘<

@ Paid work (not in the field of interest)

@ Unpaid work (not in the field of inter...
Paid work (in the field of interest)

@ Unpaid work (in the field of interest)

@ volunteering

@ Paid internship

@ Unpaid internship

=— |
31.8% @ Travelling and relaxing

\'

12 W

. X ) " Statistics from Roar’s research
Sometimes having too many ideas is a bur

den. Choosing between relaxingraa year

(o]

at KCLs libraries and diving into the adult

hood life of working causes a bit of distres

Some students share they feel the need fi

a short break, while others are ambitiou

or pressured by parents, classmates or th

own sense of guilt to immediately start|

working or search for an internship. is

o en results in anxiety of failing to have a .

“meaningful” summer because you alway:

feel like you could have done more.-Stu

dents who have just nished their rst year

or have graduated from university seem t

be the most aected. “Ex-freshers” shar

uncertainty of being able to nd valuable

internships due to “lack of experience an

knowledge”, while graduates fear failing o
nding a proper job. Below are the results

8f Roar’s quick survey, sent among KCL stu
ents.

Deputy Editor Virjinia Vassileva enjoying hr
summer break

Year on year, King’s students +e and 169 for 2017, aoar'sFreedom of
port cases of bed bugs in their acInformation Request showed last ye
commodations, rats hiding in the students are oen forced to share th
shadows of the garbage areas, arfoperty with rodents. Residents of Gr
mice running through ?ibraries. It Dover Street are the most frequent-vi
appears 2019 is yet another victoryims, but this year those staying at Juli
for the rodents and insects... Markham House share the experien|

of “frequent mice attacks” Despite bei
During exam periods the number ofefurbished this summer, the buildin
students literally living in KCLs librarieds home to small white mice and sm
drastically magni es. Unsurprisingly thiscockroach-like insects, identi ed as-s
leads to the rapid increase of some oth‘ﬁ?r sh, climbing on curtains or goin
“populations” as well. e delicious pre- through the pipes, as shared by the
made meals prove to be extremely sed@ents. Meanwhile, one of the largest-Ti
tive for all sorts of pests, especially mi€€S, just 5 minutes away, was closed
and rats. Students o en joke about the o0 “mice infestation’.
vious problem, but when a mouse jumps . . .
over their book, the joke is on them. Adespite all the promises and campaig
group of rst-years expressed their eorfodents do not show any sign of giving
cerns taRoara er “seeing a whole bunchtheir sweet homes at KCL's libraries &
of mice running around Maughan® dur @ccommodations any time soon.
ing the summer exam period.

Freshers, beware! Always watch y(
Another anonymous student sarcastPack because you might have alred
cally asked on Kiss College London Faeen chosen as the new victim of a g
cebook Page: eaten sandwich.

“Does anyone know where on Guy’s eam
pus you can study past 7pm without the
fear of seeing mice??? Failigg
that, are there actually mice frg
libraries at this uni...??2??2??7?]

Most concerns were connectd
with the Maughan, but this yeg
New Hunt's House Library o
Guy’s campus joins the comp;d
tition. In mid May a rst-year
student approache&oar with
a short recap of the disturband
of her studies:

Silver sh

“ e mouse was very _smal_l, cute, and X
tremely fast. It was jumping around like

r,
ir
t

n
e

9
]

S
ue

S,
p
hd

ur

dy
st




12

One of the hallmarks of student life ig
drinking. Although most of us don't get
into too much trouble with it, does un
versity and its drinking culture provide a
potential breeding ground for future a
coholics? | set out to nd some answers

Being an international student coming to stu
in London, my mother was scared of one thi
above all else. Was it crime? Cost of livi
Loneliness? No. In fact, what my mother feal
most was this country’s rampant student drin|
ing culture.

We have all been lectured on this before; on
dangers of binge-drinking, succumbing to ps¢
pressure and wasting all our student loan
alcohol, etc etc. It has been repeated time
time again by many holier-than-thou parent
turned-doctors sending their precious childrg
0 to university. Yet the truth of university lifg
is that we enjoy ourselves and usually cd
out the other end unscathed. We hear so m
about how we're corroding our livers down tg
thin sliver of fat that it is almost a surprise t
the majority of students, besides occasion
emptying out their dinner on the paveme
walk out of university in one piece.

at's why | see no need to look further into th¢
dangers of drinking itself. Scientists and jo
nalists alike have been there, done that, mq
ing we know that students drink a lot and t

one drink too many could land you in the ho|
pital. It makes a lot of sense when environm
tal factors at university like peer pressure g
accessibility weigh heavily on your alcohol-cq
sumption. Studies nd that the vast majority

students feel that regular alcohol consumpti
is needed to “ t in", especially when coping wi
such a massive life change.

Alcohol is also very easy to access and a ord
students, especially in a country where alcao
consumption is less structured around me
than in other western countries. Furthermo
psychiatric conditions such as depression, bi
lar disorder or anxiety, which are more presq
among students than other adults, can eneg
age individuals to self-medicate mood swi
through alcohol. e result is that most men a
university feel a pressure to be able to ha
a large quantity of alcohol, while most wom
found alcohol “necessary” for many social-si
ations. So when an independent poll fou
that students drink up to three times as mu
as other adults in “abnormal situations” (us|
ally alone or before 5pm), the external press
seem to clarify why.

Yet, what was more interesting to me than
this was my Grandmother’s reason to wo
about me drinking. Unlike my mother, s
didn't mind that most people pass out aer
night on the town, rather her concerns stem
from the fact that my grandfather was an alg
holic. She worried that the drinking would-b
come a problem not because of its normali
quantity, but because there was a history 0|
is is when | rst became interested.

e American Addiction Centre, National In

stitute on Alcohol Abuse and NHS all conclu
that environmental factors as mentioned abdg
account for only half of the causes for alce
ism. e remaining factor, a whopping 50% o
the causes for alcoholism, is genetic and
o0 en than not hereditary (the di erence her
is important to note: genetic means your ge
(inherited or not) are what cause you to hav
certain condition, while hereditary means tho
genes come from your family).

STUDENT DRINKINC

PROBLEM. CAN IT [

|

a (

By Louis Jacques
4 Sports Editor
‘

may match what yo
would see from a
alcoholic, the psy
chological aspec
isn't fully present [...]
alcoholism is a mors
long-term issue”

However, mayb¢g
that's what makeg
university some
thing of a spring
board. Dr. Britton
coined our three

years of universi
as ‘“short-term al
an appellation for this whole matter. Many
used when describing an alcoholic - drini
uency and normality, separation from the rest of ag
ety and troublesome mental health - are extremely

in student life. e only catch here being the distin
frame our studies provide for such factors.

R

It's been proven that a smaller amygdala, abnormat Seolism”
tonin levels and other biological factors highly linked fﬁ’e facto;s
alcoholism and alcohol tolerance are o en hereditary. i e
means that children, grandchildren or even nephews as%(gi
nieces of alcoholics or individuals having su ered fromS n
clinical substance abuse have up to a fourfold increatﬁ%
chance of struggling with alcohol abuse, especially among
men (twice as many men drank heavily than women i

2015 report). & nally led me on to my main query - does universit

put students, most of all those with pre-existing biolog

. L . . . and hereditary factors, on a path to alcoholism? “Yes
When taking this into consideration, the statistics on g€ Eirst of all. not only are our organs strong enoug

netic factors among students make for interesting readi o o : ; iy ;

0id “major physiological e ects (from drinkin durin
Around 40% of 400+ students surveyed knew of alcoho @ univeszitypyZars Igut the parts( of our braingt)hat dict
substance abuse in their family, of which only a slim 1 () '

; . A . sumption and addiction (such as our amygdala) al
knew such history could impact their risks of alcoholis lly developed yet, meaning our brains are less likely t
Note that this 40% gure was only of those who alre 'shed towards aléoholism this early on
knew of such a family history -- there are more than likely ’

many more also impacted by this unknowingly, as- S"I'—lf'owever, the transition from student to “real adult” is o €

stance abuse is a taboo subject in families. By the sanw(#oan abrupt enough change to deter us from contin

ken, the relevance .Of the taboo is itself Water_ed down by[(r) rink. While it is true students get a get-out-of-jail-fr
notion that alcoholism or substance abuse is exclusiv égs on drunk and disorderly behaviour, many envir
older people. A third of those surveyed believed alcohoIEI@ntal factors linger into adulthood e’ “happy-hou
almost exclusively impacts older people (above 40+). cycle’, from “working lunches” to happy hours to a dri

with dinner, lures us into irresponsible drinking long in|

us, | began to form a question -- Does _aII this drlnklngour working lives, on top of a national culture somew
put already at-risk students on a more likely path to-al ned by having a pint at any given opportunity.
holism, by combining strong environmental and biological
factors? Nobody has tried to answer this question at-all l%econtinuity is indeed most dangerous for those wit
fore me, so it was worth giving a go. relevant genetic factors, as they will be more likely te {
tinue to drink a er their brains have matured. More-u
To nd an answer, | rst had a chat with Dr Eric Brittorgently, those with pre-existing genetic factors already/
of the King's NHS Health Centre, a specialist in addictidremselves at a higher risk of over-the-top drinking w
and substance abuse. | rst wanted to get out of the wauniversity.
whether students can be classi ed as alcoholics or not. “Not
really” he tells me, as “while the conditions or frequency

ut

" 4
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What to Expect in First Year:
An International Student’s
Perspective

: By Tara Sahgal
Editor in Chief

Last year, | was in the King’'s Building at Strand when
my Welcome App beeped with a noti cation, inform
ing me that the venue for ID card collection had been|
changed. It was now in “Bush House,” and my slot w23
in ve minutes. Of course, being an international stu
dent, | didn't know what a Bush House was.

Going into panic mode, | started fumbling for my phone ir
frantic attempt to open Google maps. It told me that Bush Hcu
was, in fact, a building, and that it was a twelve-minute v/g
away. Flustered, | followed the map through Aldwych, tripp n|
an embarrassing amount in the process and unsurprisingly
riving at the venue ve minutes late.

Cut to me successfully collecting my ID card and exiting ti
building; | was feeling quite proud of myself for guring thin1f
out, until I looked up and realised that the King’s building (twe
minutes away, according to Google) was directly in front of

It should have been a three-minute walk at most.

Su ce it to say, London can be quite nerve-rackingly hard t
navigate as an international student.

People keep to themselves, existin%independently but mn c¢
tinuum. Google maps could be your best friend or worst ene!
dependlngbon where you are (In my experience, worst ene

. i seems to be more tting). e metro is called the tube, jaywalk
ts Editor Louls Jacques (far right) ing is not a concept, and car honking is considered to be o B
Sports N ith some friends i sive. Your contactless (?) debit card works as your Oyster, an
[ caught drinking wit | some places, your Oyster works as ID.

Considering the fact that London is a city that o en complan

e student survey previously mentioned showeda drinking club” while LLS treasurer Peter Jad %ﬂ?gtrizrgfg’;hﬁkeawge?gﬁﬂé g\r/]egvbeera%neyoaftcé%a:]éilrr; énggeyc’ 4

that those with a known hereditary history of sulpointed out that the newly-formed society hg drops so light and barely-there that it will make you wonder il it
stance abuse were more likely to drink heavily amldeady adopted and would enforce Drinkawal even worth pulling out your £10 umbrella. Spring will be colg
to drink in “abnormal situations” than others, irflow risk drinking” guidelines to ensure nothin| autumn will be warm, and the much-awaited snow of winter i
turn meaning they are more in danger of blackgets out of hand. be more of an icy slush — but you'll love it anyway.
outs and that “drink too many” on a night out. Meanwhile, at university, you'll realise that Fresher's Week -- 4

Fundamentally, what can we learn from all thi§¢ pected to be the golden time of your life — is more chaotic 1h
To best understand where the limits of enviroWhile it is true that students are given too muc| anything you have ever, and probably will ever, witness. ere\vi
mental factors lie, it is worth asking what's beirag opportunity to drink, it doesn't leave us scar be noise. And sweat. Visualise thousands of students squis
done about the general culture of student drinkor life like smoking or drugs do and it is too i gc;g[?]trkéeer,tﬁgth physically and mentally, trying to nd one ﬁor i
h . . - - . gs: friends that will become family, themselves,
ing. To make it short and sweet: the fear monggrained in society to be able to change. Rathg their niche. During Freshers Fair, you will ricochet around-sd
ing around alcohol is dangerous. We get sG rds what comes from outside university that neqd ety stalls like a tennis ball, being either charmed or rudely :d
tinely nannied about drinking by people outsidehallenging. e notion that all students are irre fronted by society representatives who will somehow conv n
university that it is now easier just to dismiss #ponsible and unsalvageable drunks is almosiian ou to sign up for the most obscure things (in my case, Kun?
e outside world seem to view students as -unantithesis to the image we have of “respons ”l(()g gnbdei;eit I'g %gre]\%%vxv\(l)vmjenng if this ,',S what university lifei}

. : ’ h b - h you survive?
controllable drunks, in turn making students feelonsumption” a er our university years, implyin
isolated and not wanting to take the matter sethat we all naturally pull ourselves together w Eventually, you'll understand why students always compla
ously. adulthood calls. about being broke. Budgeting is hard, and your rent itsel
0 en exceed your carefully planned estimate. Don't worry. Ycu

. - . . , . learn to cope, and until then, student discounts will be en|
e establishments providing the alcohol play aPerhaps university doesn't quite put us on a p Eresent, crgpping up in places as diverse as Pizza Express

very mixed role in this whole debacle. You natto alcoholism, but it gives us habits that can eg ella Italia to Ryman and Superdrug. Most importantly, yaou
rally cannot fault bars and clubs for doing thelre picked up a er we graduate, putting us at f nd that despite your de ance, Tesco meal deals become '/d
best to attract students, being some of their biggesr risk then. So, until the demonisation of-st staple diet (which, believe me, you'll have newfound appre:g

ll : Y 3 A
clientele, but the prices for alcohol and eneoutent drinking stops and instead excessive dri tion for when it's 10.30 p.m. and you're starving at the Maugha
aged contlnual_ consumption go beyond whaﬂs;’g is seen as a pc_:ten_tlal problem, both inside Student “night-outs” will also come as a revelation. More o e
necessary. While student bars I|l_<e the Vault, Guwxs_lde of university life, all _I can recommend 5 than not, they will mean drinking away your sorrows at \Wet
Bar, Philosophy Bar and especially Dover Castlving that tough conversation about family-h erspoons — which will become your second home — and
limit how much alcohol is sold and prevent atory with your relatives, and then enjoying tl Zagﬂejgogy]ggf\t/%@ '%?/vées %ﬁ%}:ﬁiﬁgolrll?ngﬁgmtseidgr;l?%);]egni%;c
re_ad)t/ drlurtl)k studdte)nts f:om e&terlrr\]g, most (:_tthﬂﬁt y(éu_tve been thinking about. A er all, you sarily loud volume. Every Wednesday' at Guy’s Bar, you will 12
private ciubs and bars play o the sheer quantity @arned it. the opportunity to witneSs KCL students in their most raw &n
students by providing incessant opportunities to ) ) primal form: Sports Night, which will either be the bane or bco
go out and drink (though at a slightly less a erdSpecial thanks go to Dr. Eric Britton of the of your existence (there is no in between).
able price), while supermarkets and o -licensé®alth centre, Revd. Tim Ditch eld, Will Nest o alesses will mmese el e 1 o xS,
gen r_nt?rk |mt[))_ortar:jt_ dates in the Istu};jelnt ca#en\?vhermgn pf Roarngws, (?]eor%e S; 't\:""T_Of thd you're particularly unlucky, on di erent campuses. e rst aca
ar with exorbitant discounts on alcohol. ine Society an eter Jacob of the Luxury| demic week will, as a result, be utter chaos. Adding onto the f
ger Society, all of which without whom this art that you'll be running around like a headless chicken, with a ¢
Even from within the university bubble, not muckvould have been impossible. of co ee (or, more preferably, tea) in your hand while struggl
seriousness is observed. e (supposedly) stude ‘ L TE— €Y, : to understand Kle’s tlmet%brllm% lectures Won’thbedwhé;\t '/
: « : P ! A & A expect. Lecture theatres will hold as many as a hundred p :0p
run Nlr_:_ShC(r)]ordllnatl_edl an “alcohol impact” initia _ y = N ; and lecturers will rarely know your name. Don't bother trying t
tive which has le little trace bar some stands 3 ; | £ change that. Instead, focus on yourself: your mental health g
freshers fairs and a barren website. KCLSU s B ! well-being, your grades and your satisfaction.
frankly little to no interest in the matter and th S : _ e N "Fu
university’s Student Services website has no A T ; li?'ngoggggecnglt?tr’glcsgr?w(r:rh(ovx”; L ;’ég}g ftg'me?f;h; fgtr'lsgr?rg? L
than a small page under ‘common concerns : '™ \ only to be heard panicking because how do I tell my mother tH& ?l'l
couraging students to “take care of themselv = I TN I got a 65 percent? It's important to understand that the mart ing
and “avoid taking any risks which they might r¢ 1 I L system is not the same as it is back home; your grades are go@e
gret later” - ¥ s \ and even if they aren't, there is plenty of time to learn. First year
i : ¢ doesn't matter as much academically. It gives you a lot of rd¢
Perhaps ironically, it is in the university’s on -8 2 -, for failure and subsequently, for improvement.
alcohol-related societies, the Fine Wine Soci i i ‘ In short, it isn't going to be all ros?/, like many of us expect t
and the Luxury Lager Society, that the matterf & . s =\ be — but then again, life never really is. First year is about niii
taken seriously. Incoming FWS society presidg 8 p yourself and reaching a place where you feel comfortable ang
George S. Mills said the society’s “core valuf o i ‘ peﬁce. I(tkwnl be a tu(rj'nur:tuous experlenlce, rc:ne thhat you may ¢
« o miat : : J i or hate (keep in mind that no two people share the same exp
f’”e,, of appreciating the“_cra and art of winerna ence). Make the most of it, because no matter how it turns out i
ing” underlining that it “is not and never will be will be a once-in-a-lifetime adventure. I
i
L% T T =] |
! r 11 L 1 -
1 P = ' I|'1 ol - =
1 .:l L L B B i - 't I | ﬁ!



14 roarnews.co.uk

were won by only a one- or two-poirt
de cit and we lost a plethora of games in
sports we were certainly favourites for. is
doesn't change next year, as our valiant
reds will return to halls, pitches and arenas
around London in March for another week
of historic action.

. .=~ By Louis Jacques
?A 4 Sports Editor
1

e illustrious Varsity silverware was
this year draped in blue and purple
again, as it has been far too man
times in the past few years. Are w
doing something wrong? Can we-
nally buck the trend in 20207

With 190 years of history behind this r
valry, a Varsity win now would be it's own
statement in the long and distinguished-his
tory of this college (and the long and nct-
so-distinguished history of that college tvio
streets up), so perhaps a newly-rekindled
varsity spirit is needed to stir up thight
motivation to nally push it over the line
If you want to be a part of the glory, rea:h
out to sport societies taking part to make an
impact. In any case, you can be sure that it'l
all be covered here Roar..

rugby match, which in turn was decided byawn to the scenes in the stands rather
e month of March is synonymous with & Slngle try Scored by UCL. than on the pltCh
only one thing in London: Varsity week. 5 i .
Seven days of sporting battle against tigeyear was an exceptionally painful VarFar too many games whic
Godless uptown scum in blue and purgidy though, for it's own reasons. e mensvere supposed to be KC
(UCL), always culminating in an electri¢/gby strongholds - Handball, Swin
rugby match at one of London's premi§Ame was cancelled because of a ascanimy, Basketball - turned intc

sporting venues. While for decades it wis Gower street, leading to a disappointindgiat-could-have-been night
just the rugby game deciding who got tB&nout at the women's rugby game. Nenand only one late comebac

If you are new to King’s, welcome! Boy c}/
you have a lot in store. While I'll let you
discover a lot of what uni life has to o e
on your own, there’s one thing | think it*
worth giving freshers a heads-up on:-Va
Sity.

-‘h‘%-? L 0P
spoils, since 2014 the London Varsity Sefigless, the curtain call had no impact on he American Football, cam '\.4,_“_ 1
has expanded yearly, now encompassqwqfa” tournament as varsity was already fruition among the valiant

we

| out of our hands by the Wednesday. e orts from men’s Handball,
Baseball and women's Rugby
While that does indeed sound like a supaMemen's and men's football was probalgyll their games back.
week-long sporting bonanza and/or sevéle nadir of the week as both teams, se suc
day bender, its not been quite so glorice@ssful in their individual seasons, slumpéthat about next year then?
for us. In fact, the cup has only come hoi§ean ; there hope? Although we fell t
to the Strand once - in 2016. Last year, @8ggregate 6-1 defeat in a set of performar&cei-point defeat this year (2:
2018 edition, was particularly painful as tiéich le the strand faithful more bemuseti5), many games could've go
entire competition came down to the meffdan disappointed, with most of the focuise other way. Multiple sport:

twenty seven di erent sporting events.

encouragement to keep coming
practice and become a regular
the team. Game days were a wi
other experience, especially in
changing rooms before the mat
as music would be blasting, gett
us in the mood to go out and g
for a win on the pitch. e immens
hype was glorious, and despite

If You Could See Me Now: Sunderland,

Charlton and not-so-glamorous football
By Akshat Chandel

A Year
with the KCL
Regents

By Sunil Takur

Since a young age, documentaries have ddolton Wanderers and Ken Anderson.
ten captured my imagination, rendering a

fascinating and illuminating presentation Perhaps paradoxically, while it was Sunderfand
of the reality of everything from earth | came to see, it was Charlton | ended up rjost
quakes to World Wars. Yet, among thentrigued by. ough the SE7 outt has seen ifs
many documentaries | have watched, fevair share of grief on and o the pitch, | did se
have comf)ared to the Net ix series ‘Sun an energy around the Valley, founded of cojrse
derland Till | Die. ough it has been said on the club’s resurgence on the pitch as one
that the production of the documentary preeminent sides in the third tier, also fuelleq by
was only agreed to by Sunderland ownetmumours of the club ridding themselves of argju
Ellis Short as a means of advertising thebly poisonous owner Roland Duchatelet. if,
club for a potential sale, production com coupled with the close proximity of the two clyb.
pany Fulwell 73 certainly captured sornein the league table and the inevitability of a Igrge
thing beyond a promotion spot. away following set the scene for intriguing gn
counter. Arriving at e Valley, one immediatel
It can be argued that in some respects this senses a sort of grandeur with Charlton.
ries served to reinvigorate the club as a whaitgdium is 4 sided, traditional and tidy,
reminding all those associated of the deepesttaining my favoured traditional feel. roug
sence of their club and how this invokes a seitsefunctional modernity it still carries with ft
of pride in its historic working class roots. ethe echoes of Charlton's heyday in the Pre
documentary portrayed Sunderland AFC witheague during the previous decade, only furjher
depth and virtual completeness. From the tillustrating the degree of deterioration and-
als and tribulations of individual players such aerperformance at the club.
Jonny Williams, who drew widespread sympa
thy, to the rather divisive portrayal of club CE®@s expected, a large away following did arfive,
Martin Bain. But the most stark aspect of thnd as expected, an evenly contested a airjwas
club covered in this documentary is the fans. played out on the pitch, with Sunderland nrigk
ing an early goal and then proceeding to leve] the
e club stumbles through blunder a er blunder score by putting the ball into their own net rjot
over the course of the season, and the e ectlaiig into the second half.
this is only accentuated with the raw depiction
of the fans. It can be argued that this lies amdhgn't a well known fact but swathes of Charl
the best depictions of what it means to be a fotsins boycott their own club's games as an aft of
ball fan, speci cally in the north of England. is protest against the owner. Despite this, the fans
includes interviews with regulars, e ectivelin attendance backed their team valiantly. Hg
gauging opinion throughout the season and tieg now visited all 3 south London clubs | f
reactions of fans during the matches. But someludit a erce passion for their team is endemi¢ in
the most poignant footage was that of the me&outh London football fans, as evidenced by the
ings held between the Sunderland hierarchy afevour seen at both Crystal Palace and Millvjall.
their supporters. Here the fans ask pressing &Rré ecting upon this one senses that understgnd
straight questions stating clearly how they haably due to underperformance by said sideg on
to endure neglect and mismanagement of tHee pitch, South London is not universally -r¢c
club. In response, the hierarchy seem gormleggnised within the football world as a regior] of
Hamstrung by the owner’s lack of investmeiotballing intensity and passion. However ajer
they can o er tentative, sometimes cliched, bliving there for two years as | have trul
always meaningless answers, summarising thelised the deep stories these clubd
discord between the ownership managememnd the deep connection they have
and fans. their communities. From the Charltg
Fans’ formation of a political party
Long story short, this documentary did have tleampaign for a return to their home,
intended e ect on me as i watched it during thde Palace fans’ continued activisms
early hours of a Saturday Morning. | immediatetalling out corporate greed in the Engl[8
wanted to go and watch Sunderland and they jgstme.
so happened to be playing local boys Charlton
Athletic eleven hours later, so | bought my tickktdigress, the Valley is a hidden gdse;
online. Admittedly Charlton is a club which kBnd Charlton Athletic are a sleeping [
knew very little about, bar vague memories aft. With a smart stadium, raucous faf==
piggy banks being thrown at the pitch in an actafid a er a long time, momentum on tHFg
protest in a year gone by. But Charlton represepitch, Charlton is a place where | hdeg
an all too common theme in the lower echeloits return again and again. A club whilgs
of English Football: disillusionment with careleseuly captures the spirit of South Londdss
and negligent ownership, as also seen at Black
pool with the Oystons and most recently with

Having played regular foot

ball for over ten years, where so close to doing so, this team n
I made many good mates asgave up and kept their head hi

well as winning trophies, |
came to uni wanting to try
something dierent. Having

watched American Football
for a number of years already,
I was prompted to join King’s
own American Football team
- where | found out just how

winning the league when we w

which is wonderfully remarkablg.
is warm welcome from the team
thorough guidance at practice a|
immense inclusion are omnipres
in the Regents, which proved to
that | had made the right decision
starting American Football here
King’s, as well as also showing p

much there is to know and un
derstand in order to play this

pect in making good friends.

sport. Being a Regent doesn't solely corjsist
of being present on the eld at p
At Fresher’s Fair, the rst thing to do tice or at the games, or even at pur

on my list was to nd the American classroom viewing sessions, bufl as
Football stand and put down my well o the pitch at regular soci
name for more information about at any of the Vault, Guy’s Bar or
how they run at the uni. | was greet ver Castle. e American Footbal
ed by the President, who explaineccommittee organises many enj
the Regents’ league to me, theiable socials, sometimes followihg
schedule for games and practice, a& theme which would then involye
well as how the team would o en the team having to dress up i
have gameplay viewing sessions tparticular fashion. ese event
analyse previous performances ancilongside general outings to the
footage from upcoming opposition. pub, were where you get to kn¢w
| signed up and got to training. the players better, made me reglly

feel more and more included in the
Practice consisted mostly of drillsgroup each time | joined them ouf.
such as blocking, tackling, throwing
and catching, as well as run-throughl am now proud to say that | amja
plays that we would likely call Regentand | o en encourage othgrs
against other teams. roughout to join the sport and the team b
each practice and game, nowhereause of the immense guidance you
did | see any negativity towardsreceive on the pitch and the hupe
what points | was weaker at, onlyinclusion you feel o of it.

=

D

Charlton Athletic supporters swarm the pitch



H H will have giant blackboards warning you that footb
D|SCOV€r|ng London or cricket will be aired live on TV two days befofe
hand, and PLEASE, for your own wellbeing, do fot
SportS Cu Itu re aS use the Central line if Tottenham are playing witHin

the next two hours - if you do not wish to be cruske

an InternatIOﬂa| between two kids, a teenager and an old lady.

StUdent Now, viewing top level sports isn't cheap here. But Just
like with general life in London, it's all about ndinp
good value for money. Do not spend £120 on a gpod
seat at Stamford Bridge to watch Chelsea just bed
. . . the ads on the tube escalator said so, when a ticK
With London be'n_g a city th"’_‘t ac an England match at Wembley Stadium costs arofind
knowledges sporting events like Nogaog if youre quick — and believe me, the thunder|ng
other, international students get to chants bellowed by the passionate 85 000 fans is fnore
experience a whole new culture. than worth the money. Always take into account tiat
£10 will be spent on drinks and food - no stadium day
aving hosted the Olympics in 1908, 1948 possible if you haven't had your mandatory beer
and 2012, London is the only city to havlerehand. e experience is memorable and the-s
welcomed Olympians on three separate occasiodsim atmosphere is addictive. And if you want to
Venues such as Wimbledon, Wembley Stadium, smarter, second tier football is available for twic
Lord’s are all so iconic that even people who caH foolbeap with double the passion.
ball “soccer” will have heard of them. is year the
sporting heritage is ever more resounding, as Engladdwever, the social aspect is perhaps what reall§ in
nally became the only country ever to have won thiggued and attracted me to sports in London. Sharjng
Foot ball World Cup, the Rugby World Cup and theiews and opinions here about the sports | followjed
Cricket World Cup: truly, sport is paramount here. led me to meet most of my closest friends. | likq to
think that one of the best ways to gauge a personr’sjper
ough | have always been an Arsenal fan and a bigponality is to see how that person reacts when gging
sports a cionado, | had never attended a major spottsrough deep emotions; and where would you
event. | come from an island where you cannot @obetter emotional rollercoaster than in the midstjof
sports for a living. Literally. ere simply (and legal a stressful and tense game? If you are a sports fan in
ly) are no such things as professional athletes thérendon, you will probably nd people that have thje
never mind football players with the £200k-per-weedame taste as you do. And if you come from abrdad,
wages that you can nd in England. Athletes can ortlyen British students who want you to join their fgn
compete at amateur level and even continental gblase will de nitely adopt you. is is how | started
medallists can be found delivering letters, xing tapsut at the classy Emirates Stadium, watching my dear
and bottling water. In Great Britain though, a 29-ye#rsenal, and ended up at Twickenham to watch fhe
old tennis player (Andy Murray) was knighted ifPremiership Rugby Final, despite the fact that | cgn’t
2017. Such is the disparity. | thought that | knew whaame a single rugby player...
to expect when arriving in London; | did not.

By Navneet Ramloll

e
ey st H

e most interesting facet about sports in Len
don is that whether you care about it or not,
you will encounter it in some form. Strolling

| around the city on a Saturday a ernoon, you will
meet people in red, white, blue, yellow jerseys,
wrapped in scarves and ags, eagerly waiting
to reach their stadium. | was once messaged by
friends asking, “Why is Trafalgar Square packed
with people in yellow shirts?”. ose were Wat

4 ford fans casually taking over e Strand. Pubs
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Before the beginning of a football game

From 30th May to 14th July the world wathe batting arena was not likely to — j
An Od e to th e treated to endless exhibitions of the art ofutdone by the rest of the exceptional (26:17). Which meant that England had wi
cricket. Ten teams, playing at eleven grouncatches during the tournament. is wasthe World Cup title for the rst time.
S u m m e r G am e across England and Wales in a round robproven by Carlos Braithwaite when he ended
initial series of 6 weeks leading to a semihis herculean e ort a er hitting his rst ODI S0 England have won the World Cup and t
) ) nal series which culminated in an ultimateentury only to be caught at the bounda#yiture of cricket in England looks as brig
By Keval Nathwani (Guest Writer) nal. A nal by whose victory laurels wouldfor what would have been a match winnings it has ever been. To have men, women
bestow the unvarnishable title of ‘wordix for the West Indies. children aligned on an oval lawn huddle
e 2019 Cricket World Cup gave champions. Every team oered 50 overs over a wicket like marionettes is an eteri
England the chance to become crick(300 bowls) in which to bowl their adversarflowever, the lasting memory for most igiew in parks, villages and streets up &
et world champions for the rst time and then to have the favour returned. Eathis marathon series will undoubtedly bgown the country. But the challenge remai
ever. Guest writer Keval NathwaniP?a!l was an opportunity for glory. Not of thef the nal at Lord's. New Zealand begag draw in a new audience and to marry t

eloquently describes the magic of éndlwdual, not even of the team, perhapsith an intimidating attack a er a half cen nancial concerns with the preservation ¢
world cup being played on home soil;

not even of the country. But for the love déiry from Henry Nicholls and 47 from Tomthis unique and beautiful game. e surviva
. he game. For the sheer unbridled delightitham pushed New Zealand's score # cricket in England will depend on it-be
and what it means for the future of the 5t having embodied the laws of nature arE#1/8. At the same time, England’s new stag played at all levels. e World Cup ha:
game. used them to produce a feeling of compleb®wler Chris Woakes, a ectionately knowrremented that for generations to come.
ecstasy that tens of thousands in the stands, ‘Brummie Boycott, took three wickets
Cricket is synonymous with the Englisind millions more worldwide could sharealongside Liam Plunkett. e Kiwi's repli